462. Pratap Rudra Dev has got a gun licence. He obtained the
gun licence very recently. He does not know which type of
animals can be hunted and under what circumstances. He is also
an illiterate. He came to know that one person in his village was
convicted for hunting and killing a bear whereas one person, who
killed a tiger, was not punished. He approached the Authorised
Officer to know the restrictions of hunting. What are the
restrictions on hunting?

Section 17 of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, deals with
the restrictions on hunting. According to sub-section, (1) of
Section 17, no person shall

(a) hunt any wild animal, from or by means of, a wheeled or a
mechanically propelled vehicle on water or land or by aircraft;

(b)  use an aircraft, motor vehicle or launch for the purpose of
driving or stampeding any wild animal;

(c)  hunt any wild animal with chemicals, explosives, nets,
pitfalls, poisons, poisoned-weapons, snares or traps, except
in so far as they relate to the capture of wild animals under a
Wild Animal Trapping Licence;

(d) hunt any special game or big game other than, with a rifle,
unless specially authorised by the licence to hunt with a shot-
gun using single-slug bullets;

(e) for the purpose of hunting, set-fire to any vegetation;

(f)  use any artificial light for the purpose of hunting, except
when specially authorised to do so under a licence in the case
of carnivora over a kill;

(g) hunt any wild animal during the hours of night, that is to say,
between sun-set and sun-rise, except when specially authorised
to do so under a licence in the case .*f carnivora over a kill;

(h) hunt any wild animal on a salt-lick or water hole or other
drinking place or on path or approach to the same, except
sand-grouse and water-birds;

(i) hunt any wild animal on any land not owned by a Government,
without the consent of the owner or his agent or the lawful
occupier of such land;

(j) not with standing that he holds a licence for the purpose, hunt
any wild animal during the closed time referred to in Section
16;
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